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rate, intense, etc., to denote the general force of the
wind.

It is also manifest from the great scale on which
changes of pressure-distribution take place, that there is
some greater cause at work behind them than any local
developments of heat or rain. This cause is undoubtedly
the general circulation of the atmosphere from the hot
equator to the cold Poles; though doubtless temperature
and precipitation have a modifying effect on the greater
changes. If the earth were surrounded by a vapourless
atmosphere, cyclones and anticyclones would undoubtedly
be formed, though not the same as those with which we
are so familiar.

Now that we know what weather is, we may consider
how far it can be forecast more or less in advance.